EB connects research

Design of research with social entities

Full case | Photo-elicitation

Seeing Learning Through Children’s

Eyes

Photo-elicitation to learn how children interpret their experience in early

childhood education

(@ Ontario, Canada
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6? What we wanted to understand

What places, activities, and people children considered
important intheir daily experience, and how they explained
the relationships between play, teaching, and learning (Pyle,
2013).

Application sequence

Building trust
(O(( )\Q Previous presence in the classroomto learn
about routines and differentiate the research

role.

Producing images
— i Each participant practiced with the camera and

tooktwo meaningful photographs.

3 What it allowed to know

The photo-elicitation contextualize d conversations about play,
reading, directed activities, meaningful places, and the role of
the teacher. The process showed that children aged four and
five could produce data, discuss it, and participate inits
interpretation.
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The photographs offered a concrete reference to talk about
experiences that could otherwise be abstract. They allowed
participationthroughvisual and verbal languages (Pyle, 2013).

Why this methodology

Select and talk

;g } Insmallgroups, 5-10 images were
observed, chosen, and discussed.

Create and review the workbook
@ The group reviewed the images and was able to

correct or expand the associated texts.

@ Example of shared interpretation

A reading photograph with the teacher made it possible to go from
describing a scene to explaining a learning strategy: looking at the
images inthe book helped to check if they were readingcorrectly
(Pyle, 2013).

@ Critical point

Who interprets the images? A photograph can be understood
differently by an adult and by the person who produced it. For
this reason, the selection, conversation and revision of the text
were part of the interpretation process.

= } What students learn from education

Adapting the technique involves recognizing capacities, rhythms,
and forms of communication. The camera expands participation,
but it requires practice, clear boundaries, continuous consent, and
ethical decisions about the dissemination of images.

What's missing from the intersectional gaze

The article mentions that girls and boys with different backgrounds and verbal abilities participated, but does not develop a n analysis differentiated
by gender, cultural origin, racialization or socioeconomic position. The intersectional view is concentrated on age, communic ation, functional

diversity and power relations with adults.
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