
Material 4

Visual examples
Photo-elicitation

Figures taken from articles and spaces prepared for authorized photographs.
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How to Read These Visual Examples
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Each example shows a different way of obtaining, selecting or preparing photographs for a photo-elicitation. The 
image helps to recognize the methodological choice and the text explains which decision it illustrates.

1

Origin of the images

Where do they come from?

2

Preparation and use

How do they join the conversation or 
interview?

3

Methodological decision

What does this choice bring and what 
should be taken care of?

Criteria for the final version Before publishing open material, each image must have authorship, source and permission to use or 
a compatible license. If an image is not reusable, it should be replaced with your own or authorized 
photograph.
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Possibilities of photographs in photo-elicitation
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Source of guidance: Harper (2002).

Visual InventoryCollective and institutional memory Intimate experience

All photography incorporates decisions and subjectivity in its production.



Decontextualized photographs
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual source: Richard & Lahman (2015), fig. 1.

Where they come from
Photolanguage bank of decontextualized 
images. 
How they were used
People chose images and spoke from them. 
What this example teaches
Photo-elicitation can also work with images not 
directly linked to the lives of those who 
participate.

Richard & Lahman (2015)
Photolanguage set with 130 black and white photographs.



Photographs taken by the researcher
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual Source:Beuls et al. (2022), fig. 1. CC BY 4.0.

Where they come from
The first author photographed the interior and exterior spaces and organized the images into 
collages. 

How they were used
The collages served as stimuli during the interviews. 

What this example teaches
When participants have limited mobility, photographs of the researcher can facilitate conversation 
without increasing the load.

Beuls et al. (2022)
Collages A3 elaborados con fotografías de espacios de cuidados paliativos.



Images constructed from previous interviews
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual Source:Ladwig & Phuong (2026), fig. 2. CC BY 4.0.

Where they come from
The images were constructed after coding interviews about trans and 
gender-diverse work experiences. 

How they were used
They were used as stimuli to discuss barriers and opportunities at work. 

What this example teaches
Images can also be designed after prior analysis to make complex topics 
visible.

Ladwig & Phuong (2026)
Six metaphorical images built from the previous analysis.



Photographs produced and selected by participants
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual Source: Schänzel & Smith (2011), figs. 1–3.

Schänzel & Smith (2011)
Where they come from
Children took pictures during family vacations with disposable 
cameras. 

How they were used
Each participant chose 5 or 6 memorable images to comment on in the 
interview. 

What this example teaches
The in-house production favors the appearance of significant 
experiences from the perspective of those who participate.



Open photographs integrated into fictitious social networks

8

Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual Source:Laws et al. (2018), figs. 1–3. CC BY-NC 4.0.

Laws et al. (2018)

Where they come from
The research team selected open 
photographs related to alcohol consumption 
and intoxication. 

How they were used
He integrated them into fictional scenarios 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat to 
spark conversation. 

What this example teaches
The images can be adapted to everyday 
contexts for the participants, without using 
actual publications.



Photographs produced and selected by participants
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Connect Research | Self-Learning Box | Photo-elicitation Visual Source:Weiss et al. (2017), figs. 1 y 4.

Weiss et al. (2017)

Where they come from
Special Olympics athletes took pictures for a 
month with disposable cameras. 

How they were used
They then selected their 10 favorite photos to 
comment on in the interview. 

What this example teaches
Photo-elicitation can expand the expression and 
participation of people with intellectual 
disabilities.
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