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Positive Energy District Hillevåg

This comic book is based on research and innovation conducted as 
part of the ENERGY4ALL project on communities for positive 
energy districts, funded by the Research Council of Norway (grant 
349994) through the Driving Urban Transitions initiative in Europe. 
It presents the process and outcomes of cooperation undertaken 
between the University of Stavanger, Stavanger Municipality, 
heavy industries Felleskjøpet Rogaland Agder and Skretting during 
2024-2026, alongside other local stakeholders such as the energy 
company Lyse as well as European project partners. It draws upon 
two articles authored by Yonas Tesema Amaya at the University of 
Stavanger and Siddharth Sareen at the Fridtjof Nansen Institute, 
with a focus on a Positive Energy District endeavour in Stavanger, 
PED Hillevåg.

The first article is:
Tesema, Y. and Sareen, S. 2026. The pathways to net-zero: 
challenges, experiences and firm-level decarbonization strategies 
in the manufacturing sector. Sustainable Futures 12, 102081.

It is available open access online at 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sftr.2026.102081

The second article is:
Tesema, Y. and Sareen, S. 2026. Fostering sustainability 
transformation through effective collaboration among 
stakeholders. Urban Research & Practice, 1-11.

It is available open access online at
https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2026.2720234

The first pages of both articles are featured at the end of this 
comic book for interested readers, who are welcome to contact 
ssareen@fni.no





In Stavanger with its energy capital brand

On the southwest Norwegian coastline,

Two animal feed factories proudly stand,

Gas has long powered their production lines.



Yet with 2030 looming came ambitious plans

To bring the city's climate footprint down,

The factory managers cast an uneasy glance. 

At what the carbon accountants had found.



Emissions were about to get very pricey,

Moving away from gas made business sense.

But this major operational shift felt dicey,

They needed to take stock of all options.



The University of Stavanger, locally involved,

Proposed a research and innovation concept.

The municipality joined and they all resolved

A Positive Energy District as a common step.



Electricity systems operator Lyse liked the plan

With European funds, the first success was tasted.

One factory would invest in a biomass plant

Fed by oat hulls that the farmers usually wasted.



The other factory made efficiency investment,

Reduced their energy use and won prizes.

PED Hillevåg showed that with commitment,

Decarbonisation comes in all shapes and sizes.



Collaborating across sectors, barriers are broken,

Partners are preparing to reuse the waste steam.

Problems are addressed, solutions are spoken,

A low-carbon future is now more than a dream.



If we join forces and try, it is feasible to do good,

Regulatory pressure can steer green innovation.

The model shown in one plucky neighbourhood

Can inspire others in and beyond our nation!
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