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IN HUNDREDS OF EUROPE'S MIDSIZED CITIES 
LIKE BERGEN OR STAVANGER IN NORWAY 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT LACKS THE DENSITY 
TO STITCH TOGETHER YOUR DAY.
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MANY PEOPLE BUY 
THEIR WAY OUT
BY ADDING MORE 

CARS TO THE ROAD, 
"BUILD US MORE 

ROAD SPACE," THEY 
SHOUT, ADDING TO 
THE TAXPAYER'S 

LOAD.
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THIS LEAVES THE CAR-FREE MINORITY
WITH BUSES FEW AND FAR BETWEEN, 
POOR LINKS ACROSS PARTS OF THE CITY, 
TRANSFERS THAT ARE RARELY SEEN.
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DIGITALISATION 
HELPS TO SOME 

DEGREE
COBBLING TOGETHER 
MULTIPLE MODES, 

TRAINS, BUSES AND 
E-BIKES CAN BE

COMBINED TO EASE 
COMMUTING LOADS.
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TO MOVE AWAY FROM FOSSIL FUELS
THESE VEHICLES ARE ELECTRIFYING, 

SUPPORTED BY SMART CHARGING TOOLS, 
SYSTEM COORDINATORS ARE TRYING
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TO MATCH DEMAND WITH POWER 
SUPPLY AND EXPAND TRANSPORT 
SERVICES, THE MORE COLLECTIVE 
VEHICLES PLY THE LOWER THE 
ENERGY BURDEN IS.
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LESS PRIVATE CAR BATTERIES 
ALSO EASE UP PRESSURE TO 
MINE IN OTHER NATIONS, SO 

TRANSPORT TRANSITIONS DON’T 
EAT UP MORE RESOURCES THAN 

EUROPE’S URBAN RATIONS.
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TRANSPORT SERVICES MUST NOT END
WHEN PEOPLE SEEK NATURE AND 
LEISURE, AN AFTERNOON HIKE OR 
BEACH WEEKEND MUST BE SERVED 
IN EQUAL MEASURE.
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AMBITIOUS PLANS FOR 
2030 WHERE PEOPLE 
WALK, CYCLE, TAKE THE 

BUS, CAN ONLY 
BECOME REALITY IF WE 
MAKE THESE CHOICES 

WORK FOR US.
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A note about the ROLES project and this comic book

This	comic	book	is	an	art-science	collaboration	made	possible	through	the	Responsive	Organising	
for	Low	Emission	Societies	(ROLES)	project,	which	undertook	engaged	ethnographic	research	dur-
ing	2020-2023	in	Bergen	and	Stavanger	in	Norway.	The	project	was	funded	by	the	Joint	Program-
ming	Initiative	Climate	in	partnership	with	the	Research	Council	of	Norway	and	national	funding	
bodies	in	the	UK	and	Italy	through	the	SOLSTICE	call	on	enabling	societal	transformation	in	the	face	
of	climate	change.	Research	was	undertaken	by	a	team	at	the	University	of	Bergen,	University	of	
Stavanger,	University	of	Sussex	and	EURAC	Research.	ROLES	was	a	no	fly	project,	where	we	worked	
locally,	held	monthly	online	meetings	as	an	international	consortium,	and	undertook	a	single	in-
person	consortium	meeting	using	surface	transport	to	convene	in	Groningen.	We	formed	friend-
ships	and	collaborated	successfully.

The	project	produced	many	publications	in	and	across	case	studies	on	smart	local	energy	systems	
(with	an	emphasis	on	solar	energy)	in	Brighton	in	the	UK,	on	smart	electric	meters	and	grids	in	Tren-
to	in	Italy,	and	on	smart	urban	transport	in	Bergen	and	Stavanger	in	Norway.	It	also	featured	more	
than	ten	Master	theses	and	hosted	interns,	thus	building	capacity	to	enable	actionable	knowledge,	
and	even	led	to	concrete	changes	in	policy.	Team	members	conducted	and	contributed	to	a	wide	
range	of	public	events.	Throughout	its	multi-pronged	approach	to	enabling	societal	transforma-
tion,	 the	 project	was	 centred	 on	 how	 the	 twin	 transition	 of	 digitalisation	 and	decarbonisation	
could	take	place	in	a	socially	inclusive	manner.	This	comic	book	shines	a	light	on	the	key	insights	
from	Team	Norway	on	urban	transport.	Like	the	overarching	thrust	of	ROLES,	these	insights	are	
summed	up	in	the	mantra	of	‘Inclusion,	Organising,	Commoning’	reflected	in	the	title	of	this	comic	
book.	Promoting	these	principles	with	science	outreach	through	transdisciplinary	collaboration	is	
vital	in	order	to	engage	with	and	mobilise	diverse	publics.

The	poem,	in	ten	stanzas,	captures	the	essence	of	the	many	hundreds	of	thousands	of	words	used	
in	the	peer-reviewed	scientific	publications	from	ROLES.	Our	hope	is	that	policymakers,	transport	
users,	urban	planners,	and	transport	authorities	will	 resonate	with	 the	key	messages	and	their	
underlying	philosophy.	The	decisions	needed	for	socially	 inclusive,	common	urban	transport	fu-
tures	are	in	our	grasp.	In	the	solarpunk	spirit	of	this	comic	book	and	its	companion	textile	art	by	
Margrethe	Brekke	featuring	the	same	poem,	we	close	with	a	request	to	readers	to	engage	in	‘re-
sponsive	organising’	for	commoning.



This	comic	book	was	made	possible	due	to	the	generous	support	and	efforts	of	many	institutions.




